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There was a hush around the chamber, people were waiting in lines that snaked around 

the room and out into the expansive hallway beyond to get a look. The feeling of awe of being 

able to see artifacts that we learn so much about in school was palpable. As I gazed through the 

protective glass, it was surreal and humbling to realize that I was standing in the presence of 

some of the most important papers in the history of America, and maybe even the world, that 

not only helped build this great nation, but that governments around the world have used as 

the foundation for their political systems.  

This summer I got to spend a couple of weeks in Washington DC. While I was there, I got 

to see the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and the Declaration of Independence at the National 

Archives. The room that these vital documents were kept is very dimly lit, as to protect these 

masterpieces that our country is built upon. The reverent atmosphere reminded me of our 

veterans, who have worked extremely hard and sacrificed so much to preserve everything that 

is great about our country – things that began from the ideas on the document we were all 

slowly parading around the room to see. 

I squeezed myself between the other tourists to view the Constitution, a fragile and 

worn document that has stood the test of time and is still recognized as one of the longest 

surviving written charters of government. It’s first three words - “We the People” – shows that 

the United States exists to serve its citizens. However, the ideas of the Constitution have 

survived this long because of their adaptability. The Constitution was built so that it could grow 

with our nation, which allows us, the people, to be able to vote to make changes that we 

believe are beneficial to our country. 

 The line advanced slowly around the room, leading to the next piece, The Bill of Rights. 

This impressive paper lists all of our amendments, including freedom of speech, religion, and 



the press. It states the rules for distribution of power and how the law should function. It also 

says that “the enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny 

or disparage others retained by the people.” This means that we have more rights than just 

stated in the Constitution. Without the Bill of Rights, the people of America might not have the 

freedoms that we have now. Our freedoms to say what we want, worship how we want, and 

report on what we want may not have been given to us. Our rights to own firearms, protest, 

and have privacy in our own home may not exist without the Bill of Rights. America’s citizens 

would possibly not be as free as we are now. 

 Perhaps the most highly regarded piece among the group was the Declaration of 

Independence, which caused the crowd to murmur excitedly as they approached it. The 

Declaration by itself is not too impactful. It is a declaration of war from one country to another. 

But when you put it into the context in which it was written, which was by a small, unorganized 

group of colonists attempting to separate from a world superpower, you realize how impressive 

and significant it really is. It represents the idea that we could, with enough determination and 

tenacity, overcome any challenge that was thrown at us. Whether it was two world wars, a 

great depression, or deadly natural disasters, we have always found a way to come back 

stronger than before.  

 These three inspiring documents, combined with our own will to succeed and prevail 

through any challenge, has propelled America through history and established it as one of the 

greatest and most prosperous nations on the planet. I am proud to live in this country, and I am 

proud to have such brave and selfless people as our veterans protecting it. 


